
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 29, 2013 
Title:  The Pressure’s Off: Share the Gospel 
Text:  3 John 
Theme: The gospel is not only to be known (1 John) and protected (2 John), but it is to be 

shared (3 John). 
 
Introduction:  
[Beginning of quote]1 letters of John, three New Testament writings, all composed sometime 
around ad 100 and traditionally attributed to John the Evangelist, son of Zebedee and disciple 
of Jesus. The author of the first letter is not identified, but the writer of the second and third 
calls himself “presbyter” (elder). Though the question of authorship has been much discussed, 
the language and contents of the three letters suggest a common source. 
 
The first letter was apparently addressed to a group of churches where “false prophets,” 
denounced as Antichrist, denied the incarnation of Jesus and caused a secession so substantial 
that the orthodox remnant was sadly depleted. The faithful were deeply disturbed that the 
heresy found favor among pagans, and they apparently felt inferior because those who had 
left their midst claimed to have profound mystical experiences. The heretics asserted that they 
possessed perfection, were “born of God,” and were without sin. By placing themselves above 
the Commandments, they in fact sanctioned moral laxity. John’s letter thus urges the Christian 
community to hold fast to what they had been taught and to repudiate heretical teachings. 
Christians are exhorted to persevere in leading a moral life, which meant imitating Christ by 
keeping the Commandments, especially that of loving one another. The spirit of the letter 
closely parallels that of the Fourth Gospel. 
 
The second and third letters are closely akin to the first in language and ideas. The second 
exhorts a church, fancifully called “the elect lady and her children,” to boycott heretics who 
deny the reality of the incarnation. The third letter is addressed to a certain Gaius and 
complains that “Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge my 
authority”—a hint that Gnostic teachings were severely disrupting the community [End of 
quote]. 
 
 “It is widely agreed that these two short epistles bear the form of letters. Ostensibly written to 
“the chosen lady and her children,” 2 John is directed to another congregation—whether to a 
house-church within the same city or to the church of another city is unclear—to warn against 
the dangers inherent in traveling preachers, some of whom are “deceivers, who do not 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh” (7). But even here, John insists that true 
believers walk not only in the truth but in transparent love for one another, in line with the 
command “you have heard from the beginning” (6). This message occupies the central section 
(2 John 4-11) between the introduction (2 John 1-3) and the conclusion (2 John 12-13). By 
contrast with 2 John, which mentions no one by name except Jesus Christ, 3 John is addressed 
to Gaius about the activities of Diotrephes, who not only “loves to be first” (3 John 9) but has 
become so powerful that he is even refusing the emissaries of the writer, ejecting from the 
church those who take a softer line. John encourages Gaius (who may have belonged to the 
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church where Diotrephes held court) to follow instead the example of Demetrius and warns 
that he is coming to expose Diotrephes.”2 
 
Pastor John writes of three types of people; those within the Church and those who have left 
the Church.  Those who have left the Church are described by Pastor John in 1 John 2:18, 19. 
 
[Beginning of quote]3 The third letter of John is the shortest book in the New Testament. It has 
219 words and would easily have fit on one papyrus sheet. Scholars feel there is a close 
connection between 2 and 3 John, but they are less certain about its connection to the Gospel of 
John or 1 John. Still, most scholars think all three epistles could have been written by the same 
author. Obviously, there is considerable overlap between the letters. In fact, 2 John suggested 
that Christians refrain from providing hospitality to the opponents. Now in 3 John, the Elder 
exhorts his “dear friend” Gaius to provide hospitality to the “brothers” and condemns 
Diotrephes for refusing to do so. This has caused a considerable rift between Diotrephes and 
the Elder, but the exact details are unknown. Some speculate that Diotrephes might have taken 
an extreme position and refused hospitality to all itinerant preachers – believers and 
opponents alike.  
 
This is probably an indication that Diotrephes was an authoritative figure, but it is not known 
what position Diotrephes held in that church. One possibility is that the church met in his 
house. As host, he would have had the prerogative of excluding those whom he chose not to 
receive. Others think he held a position of bishop and might have even excommunicated the 
Elder for some heresy. In this he probably would have had the support of the majority of his 
congregation. The bottom line, however, is that these options are speculative. What is known 
is that Diotrephes rejected a letter sent by the Elder, a letter of recommendation for the 
“brothers.” He refused the letter and refused to receive the emissaries carrying it. He refused 
to provide any hospitality to them. Such a refusal was considered to be a rejection of the Elder 
as well. 
 
However, the letter, known as 3 John, was not written to Diotrephes. It is addressed to Gaius, a 
man of substance, who was in the same locality as Diotrephes, but not in the same house 
church. This is probably a different Gaius from the one Paul writes about. Gaius was a 
common name in the first century, and this letter would have been written a generation later. 
After his warm greeting, the Elder writes “in truth and love” – typical Johannine themes. He 
has heard that Gaius is “walking in the truth.” Since “truth” is somewhat of a catchword for 
the Christ, it means that Gaius is following Christ’s commands or living like Christ lived. This 
amounts to a complete endorsement of Gaius – a marshalling of the troops, so to speak.  
 
The letter of 3 John continues by commending Gaius for receiving the “brothers,” emissaries 
sent by the Elder. No doubt it was these Christian missionaries who have reported back to the 
Elder about Gaius’ hospitality. Since these missionaries refused to receive help from pagans, 
their options were limited. One must remember that the Christian community was still small, 
so it was essential that believers were mutually supportive. Gaius had done so in the past, and 
it was the Elder’s fervent hope that he would continue to do so in the future. 
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Even though this is a very personal letter, it also bears some measure of authority. What he 
writes is meant to be shared with others. Clearly, Gaius (the addressee) was a man of influence 
and the Elder hopes that Gaius can use his influence to deal with that particular situation in 
his church community [End of quote].  
 
About this letter4 
1 The writer 
The author of this letter was the *apostle John. He also wrote 1 John and 2 John. He called 
himself ‘the *elder’ when he wrote to his friend Gaius. An *elder was a man who was a leader 
in the church. Each church had its own leaders. The *apostles were the leaders of the whole 
church. So, John wrote as the *elder to Gaius. 
2 The reason for the letter 
John had written a letter to the church where Diotrephes was a leader. In that letter, John had 
told the church about some men who were coming to teach. He wanted the church to help 
them. But the church had not received the letter. Perhaps Diotrephes had kept or destroyed 
that letter. Diotrephes would not help the teachers. He also did not allow other church 
members to help them. 
Gaius was a friend of John. In the past, Gaius had been kind to the travellers who came to 
teach. They stayed in his home while they taught in his town. Afterwards they told their own 
churches how good Gaius had been. 
3 The purpose of the letter 
John now wrote to ask Gaius to continue this good work. He told Gaius that this is right. We 
should help Christian teachers who come to us. As we help them, we are workers with them. 
And we join in with their good work. But the behaviour of Diotrephes was bad. 
Then John told Gaius that Demetrius was a good man. Perhaps Demetrius brought this letter 
to Gaius. Demetrius might also be one of the teachers that John sent to that place. 
 
“As we have argued at some length in our discussion of the Gospel and first epistle, these 
documents were written in the 60s. We would tentatively say that 3 John, if written at the same 
time as 2 John, was written c. 66-67 CE.”5 
 
“’There can be no doubt that the false teachers mentioned in verse 7 are the same as those 
referred to in 1 John…’ [Guthrie, 889.] However, in 1 John they seem to have separated from 
the Christian community altogether (2.19), while in 2 John they present themselves as true 
believers who must rely on the hospitality of Christians in order to accomplish their 
propaganda. They did not originate from the church addressed in 2 John, though they 
apparently did come from the church(es) addressed in 1 John. 2 John is written, therefore, to 
warn “the elect lady” not to show hospitality toward itinerant preachers who cannot confess 
that Christ has come in the flesh (vv 7-8).”6 
 
“Taken together, the epistles of John stand as a poised demonstration of the critical importance 
of testing all attempts to rearticulate the gospel by the immutables of the gospel revelation. 
Doubtless John’s opponents saw themselves as being on the leading edge of Christian 
reflection (2 John 9); by contrast, John reverts to what was “from the beginning,” to the 
testimony of the first eyewitnesses, to incontrovertible Christological givens, to the perennial 
newness of the “old” command to love one another, to the irrefragable connection between 
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genuine faith and obedience. This stance has a bearing on what teaching a church will listen to 
(2 John). At the practical level, whether heresy stands behind 3 John or not, this holistic 
vision insists that there is no place for petty gurus in the church who will not bow to 
apostolic admonition and authority.”7 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Opening Greetings (vv. 1, 2) 
 

1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. 2 Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may 
prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers. (3 John 1, 2) 

 
“The letter is addressed to one Gaius. The Greek name—as well as the Greek names of 
Diotrephes and Demetrius mentioned in the letter—suggest that this letter was addressed to a 
Gentile Christian. He would have been a member in one of the churches of Asia Minor which 
John had adopted as his own after the death of Paul.”8 
 
Pastor John connects our physical prosperity with that of our souls.  He does not disconnect 
the two. 
 

II. The influence of Gaius (vv. 3-8) 
 
Gaius is identified as one who walks in the truth.  For Pastor John, those who walk in the truth 
are those who confess Jesus as their Savior from sin.  Gaius is identified by the truth.  What is 
meant by the statement, “Walking in the truth?” 
 

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: (1 John 
1:6) 
 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. (1 John 1:7) 
 
He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. (1 John 2:6) 
 
But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he 
goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. (1 John 2:11) 
 
I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment 
from the Father. (2 John 1:4) 
 
And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have 
heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. (2 John 1:6) 
 
For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou 
walkest in the truth. (3 John 1:3) 
 
I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. (3 John 1:4) 
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A. His godly life (vv. 3-4) 
 

3 For I was very glad when brethren came and testified to your truth, that is, how you are walking in 
truth. 4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. (3 John 3, 4) 
 

Their identity as followers of Jesus was notable and testified of. 
 

B. His generous treatment of traveling ministers (vv. 5-8) 
 

1. The reward of hospitality (v. 5) 
 

5 Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially when 
they are strangers; (3 John 5) 

 
Part of what they were doing is in opposition to what Diotrephes did.  Diotrephes refused to 
receive the letter of recommendation from Pastor John to receive those who were going out 
sharing the gospel. 
 

2. The report of hospitality (v. 6) 
 

6 and they have testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their way in a 
manner worthy of God. (3 John 6) 

 
3. The reasons for hospitality (vv. 7, 8) 

 
7 For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to 
support such men, so that we may be fellow workers with the truth. (3 John 7, 8) 

 
How this hospitality is to take place is flexible; that it should take place isn’t.  “The Johannine 
Epistles open an unrivaled window onto at least one part of the New Testament church 
toward the end of the apostolic age. They afford us the opportunity to draw some lines, 
however hesitantly, between the church as reflected in the earliest documents of the New 
Testament and the church at the end of the first century.”9 
 
Hospitality is one of the functions of the early church and the body of Christ.  It is an action 
that is to be part of any Christian community. 
 

III. The Indictment against Diotrephes (vv. 9-11) 
 
“[Beginning of quote] In understanding this occasion, two negative statements must be made: 
(1) The occasion for 3 John does not at all seem to be an issue of heresy, but one of pride. There 
is no real evidence that Diotrephes was a heretic. (2) Although some have suggested that Gaius 
belonged to another church, the simple statement in v. 9, “I wrote to the church,” seems to 
indicate that the same church is in view. 

 
One of the issues rarely raised is why Diotrephes would dispute John’s authority. One 
possibility is that he recognized the authority of no apostle. But another possibility is that he 
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disputed John’s authority. Perhaps—and this is only a suggestion—he had recognized Paul’s 
authority, but no other apostle’s. Thus, the problem would crop up after Paul’s death. Too 
much could be made of this, of course, but in the least one ought to recognize that the apostles 
were not universally recognized and respected in their lifetimes [End of quote].”10 
 

A. His selfish ambition (v.9) 
 

9 I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept 
what we say. (3 John 9) 

 
Like the Gnostics in 1 John 4:6, Diotrephes would not listen to the leadership of Pastor John. 
 

B. His selfish activities (vv.10, 11) 
 

10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with 
wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he forbids 
those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church. 11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but 
what is good. The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God. (3 John 10, 11) 

 
IV. The introduction of Demetrius (v. 12) 

 
12 Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself; and we add our 
testimony, and you know that our testimony is true. (3 John 12) 

 
Demetrius is being recommended by Pastor John to the churches of Asia Minor.  They are to 
receive him and meet his needs. 
 

V. Concluding remarks and benediction (vv. 13, 14) 
 

13 I had many things to write to you, but I am not willing to write them to you with pen and ink; 14 but I 
hope to see you shortly, and we will speak face to face. Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the 
friends by name. (3 John 13, 14) 

 
I remember collage boys writing such words to their sweethearts.  Friends, I do not believe this 
is the intent of this text. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Do you know the gospel? 
2. Do you protect the gospel? 
3. Do you share the gospel? 
4. Is the gospel the main things in your theological grid and worldview? 
5. How are you aligning with those who share the gospel? 
6. How do you and can we protect ourselves from the two extremes of liberalism and 

legalism as it relates to the gospel? 
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